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Models
680, 680E, 680F, 680FL, 680FL(P), 680T,
680V, 680W, 681, 690, 685, 690A, 690B,
690C, 690D, 695, 695A, and 695B

Note 1: This AD applies to each airplane
identified in the preceding applicability
provision, regardless of whether it has been
modified, altered, or repaired in the area
subject to the requirements of this AD. For
airplanes that have been modified, altered, or
repaired so that the performance of the
requirements of this AD is affected, the
owner/operator must request approval for an
alternative method of compliance in
accordance with paragraph (d) of this AD.
The request should include an assessment of
the effect of the modification, alteration, or
repair on the unsafe condition addressed by
this AD; and, if the unsafe condition has not
been eliminated, the request should include
specific proposed actions to address it.

Compliance: Required as indicated in the
body of this AD, unless already
accomplished.

To assure that flightcrews activate the wing
and tail pneumatic deicing boots at the first
signs of ice accumulation on the airplane,
accomplish the following:

(a) Within 10 days after the effective date
of this AD: Revise the Limitations Section of
the FAA-approved Airplane Flight Manual
(AFM) to include the following requirements
for activation of the ice protection systems.
This may be accomplished by inserting a
copy of this AD in the AFM.

• Except for certain phases of flight where
the AFM specifies that deicing boots should
not be used (e.g., take-off, final approach, and
landing), compliance with the following is
required.
• Wing and Tail Leading Edge Pneumatic

Deicing Boot System, if installed, must be
activated:
—At the first sign of ice formation

anywhere on the aircraft, or upon
annunciation from an ice detector
system, whichever occurs first; and

—The system must either be continued to
be operated in the automatic cycling
mode, if available; or the system must be
manually cycled as needed to minimize
the ice accretions on the airframe.

• The wing and tail leading edge
pneumatic deicing boot system may be
deactivated only after leaving icing
conditions and after the airplane is
determined to be clear of ice.’’

(b) Incorporating the AFM revisions, as
required by this AD, may be performed by
the owner/operator holding at least a private
pilot certificate as authorized by section 43.7
of the Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR
43.7), and must be entered into the aircraft
records showing compliance with this AD in
accordance with section 43.9 of the Federal
Aviation Regulations (14 CFR 43.9).

(c) Special flight permits may be issued in
accordance with sections 21.197 and 21.199
of the Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR
21.197 and 21.199) to operate the airplane to
a location where the requirements of this AD
can be accomplished.

(d) An alternative method of compliance or
adjustment of the compliance time that
provides an equivalent level of safety may be

approved by the Manager, Small Airplane
Directorate, 1201 Walnut, suite 900, Kansas
City, Missouri 64106. The request shall be
forwarded through an appropriate FAA
Maintenance Inspector, who may add
comments and then send it to the Manager,
Small Airplane Directorate.

Note 2: Information concerning the
existence of approved alternative methods of
compliance with this AD, if any, may be
obtained from the Small Airplane
Directorate.

(e) Information related to this AD may be
examined at the FAA, Central Region, Office
of the Regional Counsel, Room 1558, 601 E.
12th Street, Kansas City, Missouri 64106.

Issued in Kansas City, Missouri, on
October 4, 1999.
Michael Gallagher,
Manager, Small Airplane Directorate, Aircraft
Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 99–26576 Filed 10–8–99; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: This action withdraws a
notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM)
that proposed a new airworthiness
directive (AD), applicable to Pratt &
Whitney JT9D series turbofan engines.
That action would have superseded AD
96–25–10 by adding additional affected
turbine exhaust case (TEC) assemblies
eligible for modification, and adding an
additional TEC modification
compliance option. Since the issuance
of the NPRM, the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) determined that
any additional TEC assemblies could be
installed as a TEC modification
compliance option through the alternate
method of compliance (AMOC)
procedure instead. Accordingly, the
proposed rule is withdrawn.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Tara
Goodman, Aerospace Engineer, Engine
Certification Office, FAA, Engine and
Propeller Directorate, 12 New England
Executive Park, Burlington, MA 01803–
5299; telephone (781) 238–7130, fax
(781) 238–7199.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: A
proposal to amend part 39 of the Federal
Aviation Regulations (14 CFR part 39) to
add a new airworthiness directive (AD)
to supersede AD 96–25–10, amendment

39–9853 (61 FR 66892, December 19,
1996), applicable to Pratt & Whitney
(PW) JT9D series turbofan engines, was
published in the Federal Register on
September 2, 1998 (63 FR 46712). The
proposed rule would have added
additional affected turbine exhaust case
(TEC) assemblies that are eligible for
modification, and added an additional
TEC modification compliance option.
That action was prompted by PW
issuing Service Bulletin (SB) No. 6157,
Revision 2, dated January 28, 1998, that
lists by part number (P/N) additional
affected TEC assemblies that are eligible
for modification, and by PW providing
an additional TEC modification
compliance option in issuing PW SB
No. 6320, dated February 5, 1998. The
proposed actions were intended to
prevent release of uncontained debris
from the TEC following an internal
engine failure, which can result in
damage to the aircraft.

Since the issuance of that NPRM, the
FAA reevaluated the proposed
supersedure of AD 96–25–10. The
current AD is applicable to certain PW
JT9D engines and mandates a
modification using specific TEC P/Ns
listed in the SBs incorporated by
reference. More recent revisions of the
SBs referenced in the current AD offer
the possibility of using TEC assembly P/
Ns not included in the SBs incorporated
into the current AD. The proposal
sought to expand that list of TEC
assembly P/Ns that would serve as
compliance with the requirements of the
current AD. The proposal, however, did
not preserve the original compliance
end date of the current AD. The FAA
has determined, therefore, that rather
than superseding the existing AD, the
additional TEC assembly P/Ns may be
considered approved alternate methods
of compliance (AMOC) using the AMOC
process specified in the current AD.
This will preserve the current AD’s
compliance end-date for the
modification.

Upon further consideration, the FAA
has determined that superseding AD
96–25–10 is unnecessary. Accordingly
the proposed rule is hereby withdrawn.
AD 96–25–10 in its original form,
remains in effect.

Withdrawal of this notice of proposed
rulemaking constitutes only such action,
and does not preclude the agency from
issuing another notice in the future, nor
does it commit the agency to any course
of action in the future.

Since this action only withdraws a
notice of proposed rulemaking, it is
neither a proposed nor a final rule and
therefore, is not covered under
Executive Order 12866, the Regulatory
Flexibility Act, or DOT Regulatory

VerDate 06-OCT-99 16:37 Oct 08, 1999 Jkt 190000 PO 00000 Frm 00020 Fmt 4702 Sfmt 4702 E:\FR\FM\12OCP1.XXX pfrm07 PsN: 12OCP1



55196 Federal Register / Vol. 64, No. 196 / Tuesday, October 12, 1999 / Proposed Rules

Policies and Procedures (44 FR 11034,
February 26, 1979).

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Safety.

The Withdrawal

Accordingly, the notice of proposed
rulemaking, Docket 95–ANE–57,
published in the Federal Register on
September 2, 1998, (63 FR 46712), is
withdrawn.

Issued in Burlington, Massachusetts, on
October 5, 1999.
Diane Romanosky,
Acting Manager, Engine and Propeller
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 99–26575 Filed 10–8–99; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: This document proposes the
adoption of a new airworthiness
directive (AD) that is applicable to
certain Allison Engine Company AE
3007 series turbofan engines. This
proposal would require removing from
service certain cone shafts prior to them
reaching new cyclic life limits, and
replacing with serviceable parts. This
proposal is prompted by additional
testing and low cycle fatigue (LCF) life
analysis that indicates lower cyclic lives
than originally determined. The actions
specified by the proposed AD are
intended to prevent LCF failure of cone
shafts, which could result in an
uncontained engine failure and damage
to the aircraft.
DATES: Comments must be received by
December 13, 1999.
ADDRESSES: Submit comments in
triplicate to the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), New England
Region, Office of the Regional Counsel,
Attention: Rules Docket No. 99–NE–46–
AD, 12 New England Executive Park,
Burlington, MA 01803-5299. Comments
may also be sent via the Internet using
the following address: ‘‘9-ane-

adcomment@faa.gov’’. Comments sent
via the Internet must contain the docket
number in the subject line. Comments
may be inspected at this location
between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except Federal
holidays.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: John
Tallarovic, Aerospace Engineer, Chicago
Aircraft Certification Office, FAA, Small
Airplane Directorate, 2300 East Devon
Avenue, Des Plaines, IL 60018;
telephone (847) 294–8180, fax (847)
294–7834.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Comments Invited
Interested persons are invited to

participate in the making of the
proposed rule by submitting such
written data, views, or arguments as
they may desire. Communications
should identify the Rules Docket
number and be submitted in triplicate to
the address specified above. All
communications received on or before
the closing date for comments, specified
above, will be considered before taking
action on the proposed rule. The
proposals contained in this notice may
be changed in light of the comments
received.

Comments are specifically invited on
the overall regulatory, economic,
environmental, and energy aspects of
the proposed rule. All comments
submitted will be available, both before
and after the closing date for comments,
in the Rules Docket for examination by
interested persons. A report
summarizing each FAA-public contact
concerned with the substance of this
proposal will be filed in the Rules
Docket.

Commenters wishing the FAA to
acknowledge receipt of their comments
submitted in response to this notice
must submit a self-addressed, stamped
postcard on which the following
statement is made: ‘‘Comments to
Docket Number 99–NE–46–AD.’’ The
postcard will be date stamped and
returned to the commenter.

Availability of NPRMs
Any person may obtain a copy of this

NPRM by submitting a request to the
FAA, New England Region, Office of the
Regional Counsel, Attention: Rules
Docket No. 99–NE–46–AD, 12 New
England Executive Park, Burlington, MA
01803–5299.

Discussion
Allison Engine Company, the

manufacturer of models AE 3007A, AE
3007A1, AE 3007A1/1, AE 3007A1/2,
AE 3007A1/3, AE 3007A1/P, and AE
3007C turbofan engines, recently

conducted additional testing and low
cycle fatigue (LCF) life analysis of cone
shafts, part numbers (P/Ns) 23050728
and 23070729. This testing and analysis
revealed maximum approved service
lives significantly lower than published
maximum approved service lives. To
date, however, no failures of cone shafts
have been reported. This condition, if
not corrected, could result in LCF
failure of cone shafts, which could
result in an uncontained engine failure
and damage to the aircraft.

Proposed Actions
Since an unsafe condition has been

identified that is likely to exist or
develop on other products of this same
type design, the proposed AD would
require removal from service of cone
shafts, P/Ns 23050728 and 23070729,
prior to accumulating new cyclic life
limits, depending on engine model.

Economic Analysis
There are approximately 598 engines

of the affected design in the worldwide
fleet. The FAA estimates that 364
engines installed on aircraft of U.S.
registry would be affected by this
proposed AD, that it would take
approximately 150 work hours per
engine to accomplish the proposed
actions, and that the average labor rate
is $60 per work hour. Required parts
would cost approximately $3,921 per
engine. Based on these figures, the total
cost impact of the proposed AD on US
operators is estimated to be $4,703,244.

Regulatory Impact
The regulations proposed herein

would not have substantial direct effects
on the States, on the relationship
between the national government and
the States, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities among the
various levels of government. Therefore,
in accordance with Executive Order
12612, it is determined that this
proposal would not have sufficient
federalism implications to warrant the
preparation of a Federalism Assessment.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify that this proposed regulation (1)
is not a ‘‘significant regulatory action’’
under Executive Order 12866; (2) is not
a ‘‘significant rule’’ under the DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and (3) if
promulgated, will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act. A copy of the draft
regulatory evaluation prepared for this
action is contained in the Rules Docket.
A copy of it may be obtained by
contacting the Rules Docket at the
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